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order of succession as necessary. Before im-
plementing any revisions to its order of suc-
cession, such agency shall send the proposed 
revisions to the Counsel to the President for 
review and comment. 

(c) Not later than 30 days from the date 
of this order, and not later than 7 days from 
the issuance date of any subsequent final re-
vision to an existing order of succession, each 
agency described in subsection 4(a) of this 
order shall provide a copy of its order of suc-
cession to the Counsel to the President, the 
Assistant to the President for Homeland Se-
curity and Counterterrorism, and the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sec. 5. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in 
this order shall be construed to impair or oth-
erwise affect: 

(i) authority granted by law to a depart-
ment, agency, or the head thereof; or 

(ii) functions of the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget relating 
to budget, administrative, or legisla-
tive proposals. 

(b) Nothing in this order shall be con-
strued to delegate the President’s authority 
under the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 
1998, 5 U.S.C. 3345 et seq., to designate indi-
viduals to perform the functions and duties 
of a vacant office temporarily in an acting 
capacity. 

(c) This order shall be implemented in a 
manner consistent with applicable law and 
subject to the availability of appropriations. 

(d) This order is not intended to, and does 
not, create any right or benefit, substantive 
or procedural, enforceable at law or in eq-
uity, by any party against the United States, 
its agencies, instrumentalities, or entities, its 
officers, employees, or agents, or any other 
person. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
September 11, 2008. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:15 a.m., September 12, 2008] 

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on September 15. 

Remarks on Arrival in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma 
September 12, 2008 

I’m privileged to be the President of a 
country that produces citizens such as these. 
The United States is a country of volunteers, 
and three such volunteers are with us, Okla-
homa citizens who serve in a variety of ways. 

Karen has produced a tie to—a way to 
keep our—to help our soldiers stay cool in 
Iraq. She is supportive of our troops. She and 
her organization have done fine work. 

The major here, a golf pro, who is going 
to go on his third tour in Iraq, has used his 
position in the golfing industry to raise 
money to help Gold Star families. How cool 
is that? This guy is going to Iraq on Monday, 
and yet, he has—he served that way, but he 
also serves in a very compassionate way. 

Captain Castleberry and some of his folks 
he works with out at Sheriff’s Department 
pulled up stakes and headed down to Morgan 
City, Louisiana in the wake of Gustav. No-
body made him do it; he just decided to do 
it on his own. 

Our country is better off because millions 
of citizens, such as these three folks, have 
heard the call to serve something greater 
than themselves. And I urge our fellow citi-
zens all around the Nation to find ways to 
serve. It turns out that when you help some-
body in need you help yourself even more. 

I am deeply concerned about Hurricane 
Ike. It is a major storm headed toward a large 
population center. I was on the phone this 
morning with Secretary Chertoff and Direc-
tor Paulison of FEMA. I spoke to my friend, 
Governor Perry, yesterday. The State of 
Texas is preparing for this emergency. I sus-
pect there’s going to be some Texans headed 
for Oklahoma. And I know that they’re going 
to find good people up here who want to 
help them. 

And so I want to thank the citizens of Okla-
homa for getting ready to help a Texan in 
need. I urge my fellow Texans to listen care-
fully to what the authorities are saying in Gal-
veston County or parts of Harris County, up 
and down the coast. We’ll be monitoring the 
situation very carefully. The Federal Govern-
ment will not only help with the pre-storm 
strategy, but once this storm passes, we’ll be 
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working with State and local authorities to 
help people recover as quickly as possible. 

Thank you all for what you’re doing; God 
bless your work. Good luck to you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:20 a.m. at Tinker 
Air Force Base. In his remarks, he referred to 
Karen Stark, founder, HUGS Project; Dan Roo-
ney, founder, Folds of Honor Foundation; Capt. 
Joe Castleberry, Oklahoma County Sheriff’s Of-
fice; and Gov. Rick Perry of Texas. 

Remarks Following a Discussion on 
Health Savings Accounts and an 
Exchange With Reporters in 
Oklahoma City 
September 12, 2008 

The President. I want to thank our par-
ticipants for joining me here in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma. I want to thank the mayor, 
Members of Congress, United States Sen-
ator. Most importantly, I want to thank 
women entrepreneurs. Seventy percent of all 
new jobs in America are created by small- 
businesses owners. Today with us are small- 
business owners, people who’ve taken risk in 
order to realize dream, and in so doing have 
provided job opportunities. These are the job 
creators of the vibrant economy here in Okla-
homa. 

One of the real issues—there’s a couple 
of issues that face, obviously, a small-business 
owner. One, are they—do they have a prod-
uct anybody wants to buy? But also taxes— 
high taxes make it harder to stay in business. 
I strongly urge the Congress to make the tax 
relief we passed permanent so that taxes 
won’t increase on small businesses. 

But another issue that I hear all the time 
when I’m talking to small-business owners 
is the issue of health care costs. If you listen 
to anybody who owns a small business, they 
will tell you that the rising cost of health care 
is troubling not only to their balance sheet 
but to their soul, because they want their em-
ployees to have the best. A small-business 
owner really does care a lot about their em-
ployees. 

Today we’re talking about a way for small 
businesses and individuals—and large busi-
nesses, for that matter—to help—to deal 
with rising health care costs. Our goal is to 

make sure health care is available and afford-
able. And once—one way to help deal with 
rising health care costs is what’s called health 
savings accounts. These are ingenious prod-
ucts to help people save, incent people to, 
you know, take care of their bodies, and also 
make sure that if there’s a catastrophic ill-
ness, they’re taken care of. These are prod-
ucts that enable somebody to, you know, 
move from one job to the next and keep their 
health care with them, which is important 
in the 21st century. They’re ways for employ-
ees to take care of their employees. 

In Oklahoma, a lot of people don’t know 
about health saving accounts, and one of the 
reason I’ve come down to this part of the 
country is because I do want people to un-
derstand they’re available and they’re good. 
About 6 million people across the country 
are using health savings accounts. The big-
gest increase is with small-business owners. 

And so, today we’ve had a good discussion 
with owners who’ve got a health savings ac-
count, people who are looking at health sav-
ings account. I introduced Sandy, head of the 
SBA here, to folks and if somebody wants 
to really learn about an HSA, just go on 
hsa.gov, which is an SBA site, so people can 
see whether or not it makes sense for your 
business or your family. 

Anyway, I do want to thank you all very 
much for, one, being pioneers; two, being 
risk takers; and three, giving me a chance 
to hear your thoughts and concerns and— 
about a very innovative way for small busi-
nesses and individuals to be able to better 
afford health care. 

Thank you, all. 
Guy was trying to ask a question, but he 

was in violation of the no question policy. 
[Laughter] Right, Deb [Deb Reichmann, As-
sociated Press]? 

Republican Vice Presidential Nominee 
Sarah Palin 

Q. Did you watch the Palin interview? 
The President. As I said, no question pol-

icy. [Laughter] She did just fine. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:33 a.m. at the 
Presbyterian Health Foundation Conference Cen-
ter. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor Mick 
Cornett of Oklahoma City, OK; Sen. Tom Coburn 
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